
To: Professor Cornfield

From: Andrea Gagliardi

Date: May 31, 2011

Subject: Supporting Candidates in the Wisconsin Recall Election 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

In the summer of 2011, there will be a recall election in the Wisconsin State Senate. At 

this time, three Republican Senators are being recalled due to their support of Governor 

Scott Walkerʼs plan to cut the budget. The senators are Luther Olsen, Dan Kapanke, 

and Randy Hopper. The Club for Growth PAC has agreed to donate $500,000 to help 

candidates who support what the Club for Growth stands for. This memo will detail the 

backgrounds of the candidates and news about the election and ultimately make a 

recommendation on how the Club for Growth should spend the money allotted towards 

the Wisconsin recall election. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Luther Olsen

Luther Olsen represents the 14th senate district of Wisconsin, which is made up of 

Marquette, Sauk, Adams, Columbia, Green Lake, Fond Du Lac, Washura, Outgamie 

and Waupaca Counties. 1 He was elected Senator in 2004, and again in 2008. In the 

2004 and 2008 election he ran unopposed. 23 In the recall election he is being 

1 http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lrb/bb/05bb/46-47.pdf 

2 http://165.189.88.185/docview.asp?docid=1438&locid=47 

3 http://elections.state.wi.us/docview.asp?docid=15401&locid=47 
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challenged by State Representative Fred Clark. Before becoming a member of the 

Wisconsin State Senate, he was a member of the Wisconsin State Assembly from the 

41st district. Senator Olsen currently serves as a member of the Joint Committee on 

Finance, the Senate Education Committee and the Senate Environment Committee. 4

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Dan Kapanke

Senator Kapanke represents the 32nd senate district of Wisconsin, which is made up of 

LaCrosse, Monroe, Vernon, Richland and Crawford Counties. 5He was elected Senator 

in 2004 and re-elected in 2008. In the recall election, he is being challenged by State 

Representative Jennifer Shilling. Before becoming a member of the state senate, he 

was a successful businessman in the agriculture industry. 6 He is the chair of the 

Agriculture, Forestry and Higher Education Committee. He is also a member of the 

Financial Institutions and Rural Issues Committee and the Energy, Technology and 

Consumer Protection Committee. 7

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Randy Hopper

Senator Hopper represents the 18th senate district of Wisconsin, which includes 

Winnebago and Fond Du Lac Counties. 8 He was elected Senator in 2008, which was 

4 http://legis.wisconsin.gov/senate/sen14/news/Bio_Senator.asp 

5 http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lrb/bb/05bb/82-83.pdf 

6 https://www.kapankeforsenate.com/biography-dan-kapanke-wisconsin-state-senate/ 

7 http://legis.wisconsin.gov/senate/sen32/news/Committees.asp 

8 http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lrb/bb/05bb/54-55.pdf 
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his first bid for public office.9 In the recall election, he is being challenged by Oshkosh 

Deputy Mayor Jessica King. Before becoming a member of the state senate, he worked 

in the radio broadcasting industry. 10 He is currently Chairman of the Senate Committee 

on Economic Development, and also chairs the Joint Survey Committee on Tax 

Exemptions. He is also a member of the Joint Committee on Finance. 11

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Allocating Funds

Since the Club for Growth PACʼs mission is to provide financial support to viable 

candidates who believe in pro-growth policies, limited government, lower taxes and 

economic freedom, we must look into how these candidates fit in with our mission and if 

our financial support could help them win the recall election.12 With this philosophy in 

mind, my recommendation is to split the money between Senators Randy Hopper and 

Luther Olsen, giving 70% to Hopper and 30% to Olsen. There are two reasons I believe 

it is in the Club for Growthʼs best interest not to fund the Kapanke campaign. The Club 

for Growthʼs mission is economic freedom including reducing taxes and reforming the 

tax code. While Olsen and Hopper both sit on financial and economic committees, 

Kapankeʼs specialities fall into the environmental and agricultural sectors which the Club 

for Growth is not involved with.  Secondly, University of Wisconsin Political Science 

Professor Ed Miller has said that the 32nd district which was previously a strong 

9 http://www.votehopper.com/about-randy.html 

10 https://licensing.fcc.gov/cdbs/cdbs_docs/ef/Form323/323_print/323_101.cfm?
form=323_101.cfm&acct=0&appn=101349871&fac_num=36419&formid=322 

11 http://www.votehopper.com/about-randy.html 

12 http://www.clubforgrowth.org/aboutus/ 
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Republican state has lately been a swing state. Kapanke won his last election by only 

2.8 percent.13 Furthermore,  polls by the Daily Kos/Public Policy Polling found that 

Kapanke would trail a, “generic Democrat”, 55-41 percent. 14 However, these same polls 

have Randy Hopper trailing a ,“generic Democrat”,  by only 49-44 percent and Luther 

Olsen trailing a, “generic Democrat”, by an even smaller margin of 49-47 percent. 

Based on these polls, Hopper and Olsen are much more viable candidates compared to 

Kapanke. The Democrats need to gain three seats in order to win the majority of the 

Wisconsin state senate. By putting our support behind the two more viable candidates, 

we are more likely to keep these senators in their seats and the Republicans in the 

majority, compared to equally supporting all three candidates. 

 Though this particular poll shows that Olsenʼs recall election has the potential to 

be very close, it is important to remember that for the past two elections he went 

unopposed, meaning he is well supported in his district. The $150,000 we give to Olsen 

could help him close that two percent gap. Comparatively, Hopper ran against the same 

candidate, Jessica King, in the 2008 election and won by only 163 votes.15 This poll 

shows a much wider, five percent gap this time, and therefore, the $350,000 could be 

put to good use in helping Hopper gain more support.  Furthermore, Hopperʼs 

committee positions in the topics of finance, economic development and tax exemptions   

show that he is in accord with the mission of the Club for Growth and deserves our 

support. 

13 http://lacrossetribune.com/news/local/article_8a8b849c-85b6-11e0-af4d-001cc4c03286.html 

14 http://www.recalllutherolsen.com/ 

15 http://elections.state.wi.us/docview.asp?docid=15402&locid=47 
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Closing Remarks

In summary, based on the candidatesʼ backgrounds and poll results cited, I recommend 

that the Club for Growth give 30% of the money to Senator Olsen and 70% to Senator 

Hopper, in order to help them pay for their campaigns during this recall election. By 

serving on financial and economic committees, they have show that they support what 

the Club for Growth stands for. 


