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 Sally Doty is running for the Republican nomination for Senator from the 39th District of 

Mississippi. When she first heard that Senator Cindy Hyde-Smith would not be seeking 

reelection in order to pursue the position of Agriculture Commissioner, Doty recognized that she 

could be the person to serve the 39th district of Mississippi in the state senate. The 39th district 

includes Lincoln County, Lawrence County and parts of Simpson County and is located in 

Southern Mississippi, towards the west side of the state.

 

 Sally Doty is a lawyer, a small business owner, a teacher and volunteers in the local 

community. After earning a law degree at Mississippi College of Law, she practiced law in 

Brookhaven, defending lawsuits against county and city governments and she also practiced law 

at a large firm in the state capital, Jackson. She also owns her own real estate company. She has 

educated the students of Mississippi as a faculty member teaching law at her alma mater. Sally 

lives in Brookhaven, Mississippi with her husband, Dr. Don Doty, a dentist in the community, 

and their three children. She volunteers often in the community. She and her husband helped to 

plan and build Brookhaven’s playground, The Kid’s Kingdom. She has also been involved in the 

community in many other ways. She has served as president of the Parent Teacher Association, 

as a Girl Scout Leader and soccer coach. All of these experiences are great qualifications to be a 

state senator. As someone who has studied, practiced and taught law, a great next step would be 



to become a lawmaker. However, a lawmaker needs to be someone who isn’t just educated and 

experienced in law, but a person who deeply cares about the community they are serving. Elected 

officials are widely known as “public servants”. Sally Doty has already established herself as a 

servant to her community through all her volunteer work with the community’s children from the  

PTA, to Girl Scouts, to sports, and of course the community playground. Her education and 

professional experience along with her devotion to developing and serving the community are 

key qualifications for her to be a senator. 

 Sally believes that promoting and protecting the community, demanding fiscal 

responsibility, and supporting the educational needs of the community’s children are the keys to 

improving Mississippi during these challenging economic times. Her education as a lawyer and 

her experiences of growing up in Mississippi and serving the people of Mississippi are key 

factors to her qualifications to be a candidate for the senate. Sally believes that Mississippi’s 

future lies in the children. Her main interests lie in education. According to a 2001 study, only 

62% of Mississippi’s youth graduate from high school, one of the lowest rates in the United 

States.1 Obviously something needs to be done about this in order for Mississippi’s youth to 

become successful adults. However, she is interested not just in K-12, but the higher education 

system as well.  Presumably, even less than 62% of Mississippi’s students ever attend or graduate 

college. Despite these dismal numbers, Sally Doty believes in the public school system and 

wants to be able to improve it. Her children attend public schools and Sally herself attended 

public schools through college. When Sally was a college student, her school, The Mississippi 

1 http://www.manhattan-institute.org/html/cr_baeo_t1.htm 
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College for Women, almost closed down due to budget cuts. However, Sally and her classmates 

lobbied at the State Capitol in Jackson and were able to save the college. She credits this 

experience with budding her interest in politics and taught her how politics and education 

intertwine.  

 Sally has already taken many initiatives to become a known name in the community. She 

has a website, www.SallyDoty.com which contains a biography and information about her 

beliefs, as well as the latest news about her campaign. Supporters can also contribute to her 

campaign through the website. She also has a social networking presence with accounts on both 

Facebook and Twitter.  She has 195 fans on Facebook and 57 followers on Twitter, which might 

not seem like a lot, but in 2007, there were only about 16,000 voters in the 39th district state 

senate election.2 It is also important to account for older supporters who may not use computers 

regularly, as well as those who simply cannot afford a computer and internet service.  While not 

all of her followers are necessarily people in her district, they may be contributors, or they could 

be other Mississippians who can put the word out to those who do live in the district. One 

Facebook follower “Elyssa Mac”, asked Sally which counties she represents. Elyssa doesn’t live 

in the district, but have friends that do and she tagged them in her next post on the Facebook 

page to make sure that they saw Sally Doty’s campaign Facebook page. 

 Doty uses these accounts to keep voters in her district up to date about various events she 

is attending and hosting throughout the district. After events, she posts pictures so those who 

were not able to go can see what happened. One event she was a part of was a “Get Out the 

2 http://ballotpedia.org/wiki/index.php/Cindy_Hyde-Smith 
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Vote” voter registration drive, aimed at first time voters ages 18-24. This was held at a local 

restaurant and the young voters were able to talk to Sally about her campaign for senate. While 

thus far the news media has not announced any official endorsements of Sally, her Facebook 

page does have a picture of her and Congressman Gregg Harper. Congressman Harper is wearing 

a Sally Doty campaign sticker and does appear to be endorsing her. More endorsements will 

probably come after the primary race particularly from newspapers and other media 

organizations. 

 On top of her web presence, she has also interviewed with the local TV news channel, 

Magee News, and a copy of that interview can be found on Magee News' YouTube page. 

Overall, the local newspapers have featured very little of Doty’s campaign. Her hometown 

newspaper, The Daily Leader, has only covered the campaign when new people join the race. 

However, they do have multiple archived articles about Sally regarding the playground she 

helped to plan and build. People who may not have known this about her previously would be 

able to learn more about her and her past involvements in the community by looking at the 

newspaper’s website, even though up to date campaign news is not published. The fact that the 

media isn’t broadly covering her campaign or that of her opponenets may be indicative that this 

is not a very politically active community. 

 According to the 2010 Census, in Lincoln County alone there were about 26,250 people 

age-eligible to vote (though admittedly this does not account for non citizens living in the area). 3 

Doty’s district covers another full county and part of a third, yet in 2007 only 16,000 people 

3 http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/28/28085.html 
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voted. This means that Sally will really need to target young new voters to get them to register, 

encourage eligible nonvoters to register and vote for her, and to really target those politically 

active people who take the time to be involved and vote. This can be done through media and 

internet presence, but along with her media presence, Doty is also making herself available 

personally to individuals and groups of people. Her website encourages people to, “Set up a 

personal visit or give me a call. I welcome the opportunity to talk with individuals or groups”. 

This statement shows a true commitment to each and every person in the 39th senate district of 

Mississippi. By welcoming and encouraging personal interaction between herself and the people 

that may be her constituents, she is setting herself up to be seen as a trusted and loyal politician. 

 One of Sally’s opponents, Bill Boerner, has a very similar background to her own. Bill 

Borerner is also a lawyer who went to Mississippi College of Law. He currently has his own law 

firm, but has previously worked for the state of Mississippi in the Attorney General’s office. 

Boerner and Doty also have very similar political ideology. According to his website, the main 

things that Boerner plans to focus on if elected to the senate are, “providing the best possible 

education for our children, which includes maintaining Mississippi School of the Arts in 

Brookhaven; eliminating government waste and promoting fiscal responsibility; and promoting 

small business and new industry to South Mississippi in order to create quality jobs and a vibrant 

economy.” Because of their similarities voters may have a hard time determining whether Sally 

or Bill is the better candidate. For some voters, it could come down to gender, but it may also 

come down to service to the community. While Boerner has also been very involved in the 

community, according to his website his involvement has not involved children and education to 

the degree that Doty’s has. Her experience on the PTA and in building the playground, on top of 



volunteering with other organizations and her work as an educator, give her passion for 

education more substantial merit compared to Boerner’s. 

 There is also a third Republican candidate in Mississippi’s 39th district senate primary, 

David Nichols, II. Unlike Doty and Boerner, Nichols has experience as an elected official. 

Nichols is the Mayor of the Town of Monticello in Lawrence County. While as Mayor he 

oversees government departments throughout the city, he does not have law experience. Unlike 

Doty and Boerner, he did not attend law school. While being a lawyer is not a prerequisite to 

being a lawmaker, one can argue that it certainly doesn’t hurt. Like Doty and Boerner, Nichols 

also has a website. It is interesting that all three Republican contenders from the 39th district do 

have a web presence, when many other people running for elected positions in Mississippi do 

not. However, despite that fact that Nichols does have a website, it does not say what his views 

are or what issues are important him, citing his position as mayor as his most important 

qualification.

 So far, this year, Sally Doty has raised $7,590 in contributions to her campaign as of July 

8, 2011. However, she has spent $10,761 so far in advertisements, office supplies and paying her 

campaign staff. This means that she is either planning to personally contribute the extra $3,171 to 

her campaign, or that she will have to make up for this deficit during the next fundraising period. 

4 Comparatively, one of her Republican primary opponents Bill Boerner has raised $18,280.00 

and spent $11,503.00. As of July, Boerner’s campaign has a profit of $6,777.00.5 Doty’s other 

primary opponent, David Nichols II, has raised $7,790.00 and has spent $5,034.00. This means 

4 http://www.sos.ms.gov/CampaignFinanceWebScans/Sally%20Doty%20(July%208%202011%20Periodic
%20Report)%20July%2011%202011.pdf 
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his campaign currently has a profit of $2,756.00. 6 At this point, Sally Doty is clearly at a 

disadvantage in terms of fundraising and campaign finance because she has outspent her 

contributions. However because both her and her husband are educated professionals in law and 

dentistry who own private businesses, it is likely that they will be able to absorb the difference in 

money raised vs. money spent. However, the fact that Doty has raised much less money 

compared to Bill Boerner, who has a very similar background and interests compared to her may 

be a telling sign that Boerner’s campaign will be more successful than Doty’s. However, it is also 

important to remember though that Mississippi is a very poor state and the number of people 

who contribute to a campaign or the number of dollars raised, does not necessarily translate into 

votes. 

  Come August 2nd, it will be interesting to see which candidate Republican voters choose 

as all three have a variety of experience that they can use to help them make decisions as 

members of the senate. Doty  is the only woman in this race, which could be a deciding factor for 

some people. Her predecessor, Cindy Hyde-Smith, served this district for 12 years, which shows 

that the constituency has no problem with having a woman representing them in the senate. In 

the Democratic primary, the only two people running for the candidacy are both men, so if Doty 

does win the Republican primary, she will again have a male opponent in the general election. 

The Democratic candidates are Michael Smith and W.L. Rayborn. Rayborn was previously 

Senator from the 39th district of Mississippi  for 20 years before losing the primary to Hyde-

Smith. After a twelve year break from the state senate, Rayborn is seeking the seat again and 

6 http://www.sos.ms.gov/CampaignFinanceWebScans/David%20Dave%20Nichols%20II%20(July
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could be a strong contender given his decades of experience in this very position.7  While in the 

state senate, Cindy Hyde Smith ran and won as a Democrat. However, in her campaign as 

Agriculture Commissioner, she is running as a Republican, which shows that party identity may 

not be that important in this region. In Hyde Smith’s 2007 election, she won with 79.4% of the 

vote, compared to Republican Edwin Case’s 20.6% of the vote. 16,167 people participated in that  

election with 12,844 voting for Hyde-Smith and 3,323 voting for Case. 8  

 Some people might ask why Doty waited until now to run for senate for the first time. 

Without personally talking to her, some theories on this issue can be made. Firstly, Cindy Hyde-

Smith is obviously a very strong candidate since she was able to unseat a twenty year incumbent 

in the primary phase. Doty might not have felt that she had the experience and expertise at the 

time to beat Hyde-Smith in an election. Therefore, she continued to work as a lawyer and in her 

real estate business, while spending time working on community projects and becoming a well 

known figure in the community. She might also have decided to wait until her three children 

were a bit older before seeking an elected office, like many women do. It can be difficult for a 

mother to balance the responsibilities of raising young children while holding an elected 

position . Now that her children are middle school and high school age, ranging from age 11 to 

16, she may have felt that that was a better time for her family than previous years to run for 

state senate. 

 As a woman, one of the campaign questions that always seems to come up is, how will 

she balance work and family life? Sally has been working throughout her life despite the fact that 

she has three children. As a practicing lawyer, and with her husband as a practicing dentist, they 

7 http://www.dailyleader.com/news/article_df87b3b2-87c8-11e0-9632-001cc4c03286.html 
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have made this arrangement work throughout their children’s lives and nothing should be 

different now. Since Dr. Doty owns his own practice, he should be able to make his schedule fit 

with the schedule of the Doty’s three children. Furthermore, Brookhaven is only about an hour 

drive from the state capitol in Jackson, so even when the senate is in session, it is unlikely that 

Doty will need to rent a second home, like many of the elected officials across the United States. 

She should be able to return home to her family every night, which should make the transition 

from lawyer to lawmaker easier. 

 In the end, it will be up to the voters to decide who will be the Republican candidate for 

state senate in the 39th district of Mississippi. Doty has put in much effort to be involved in the 

community and put her name out there in order to gain support and votes. She has backed up her 

candidacy with experience educationally, professionally and within her community. However, 

this is likely to be a very tight race since the district historically does not seem to be very 

politically active. The other two candidates for the Republican seat also have varying 

experiences that qualify them to to be senators. Any one of these three people could win the 

primary. Sally Doty has been the least successful of the three in terms of fundraising, but in an 

economically disadvantaged area, that doesn’t not necessarily mean that she is the most likely to 

lose the primary election. At this point in time, I honestly feel that she can win the primary, but I 

don’t feel confident enough to make a prediction saying that she will win. All three candidates 

have great experiences that could resonate with voters. Of course, what makes Sally stick out is 

that she is the only female in the race. She very well could win the vote of the majority of 

Republican women in her district. What also sets her apart is her community involvement and 

that she practices what she preaches. She doesn’t just say that she wants to support children and 



education, she has been working since she was in college to improve the education system in 

Mississippi as well as the lives of young people in her district. These qualities are what could put 

her a step above the rest when it comes time for voters to take to the polls on August 2nd. 

 If she does win the primary, she will have to fight even harder to win the general election.  

There is a great possibility that she will be running against someone who was part of the state 

senate for twenty years. But perhaps her position as an “outsider” will be to her benefit if voters 

want someone with fresh, new ideas to represent them in the state capitol. If she does win the 

primary, she will certainly have to pick up her fundraising efforts and manage her campaign 

better so as not to increase the deficit. Hopefully she will able to get some endorsements as well 

and perhaps some political action committees can contribute as well to help her campaign. It will 

be a tough race, but it is certainly possible that she will be able to come out on top. 
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